News Flash
Summer 2022

Congratulation to our 2022 Scholarship Award Winners!

UPCOMING EVENTS
•

•

SDSWA/NDSWRA Joint Conference;
Holiday Inn, Spearfish, SD
September 20-22, 2022
2023 Spring Workshop—AmericInn
Lodge & Convention Center,
Chamberlain, April 2023

•

Jarrett Meyer - $2,500; Student at SDSM&T in Electrical
Engineering

•

Jill Rotherham - $2,000; Student at SDSM&T in Civil
Engineering

•

Alaina Bechen - $1,500; Graduated from Wagner HS, will
attend Dakota Wesleyan this fall to study Biology

•

2023 Fall Conference—Ramkota
Hotel & Convention Center,
Aberdeen, September 19-21, 2023

•

Jacob Angerhofer - $1,000; Graduated from Aberdeen Central
HS, will attend Northern State this fall to study Environmental
Science

•

2024 Fall Conference - Sioux Falls,
September 17-19, 2024

•

Kalen Meyer - $1,000; Student at SDSU in Electrical
Engineering
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2022 SDSWMA/NDSWRA JOINT CONFERENCE INFORMATION
Location and Rates:

Holiday Inn
Call (605) 642-4683 and ask for the “SD Solid Waste Management Association”
block. Block rate ranges from $94.99/night plus tax to $124.99/night plus tax (if reserved by September 1st, rates/availability are not guaranteed past this date).
Hampton Inn (across the street from Holiday Inn)
Call (605) 642-3003 and ask for the “SD Solid Waste Conference” block. Block rate
is $135/night plus tax and fees (if reserved by September 1st, rates/availability
are not guaranteed past this date).
Fairfield Inn (across the street from Holiday Inn)
Call (605) 642-3500 and ask for the “South Dakota Solid Waste” block. Block rate
ranges from $89/night plus tax and fees to $99/night plus tax and fees (if reserved by
August 20th, rates/availability are not guaranteed past this date).
Other hotels in the area include Quality Inn (across the street from the Holiday Inn)
and Baymont Inn (across I-90 from the Holiday Inn). Blocks of room could not be set
up at these hotels.

Registration Fees:

Member Exhibitors - $500 (before July 15) and $700 (after July 15), additional
associates - $150
Non-member Exhibitors - $600 (before July 15) and $800 (after July 15),
additional associates - $150
Member Attendee - $250/person
Non-Member Attendee - $350/person
Daily Member Attendee - $150/person
Daily Non-Member Attendee - $250/person
Golf - $55/person

To register for the conference and a copy of the conference agenda, go on-line to www.sdswma.org!
Scroll down to the “Upcoming Event” gray box on the right hand side of the homepage and click on “2022
SDSWMA/NDSWRA Joint Conference”. For any questions regarding registration, please contact Melissa
Fahy by phone at (605) 216-3256 or by e-mail at sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com.
Exhibitor Info:

Exhibitor fees include a booth space, table, 2 chairs, tablecloth & skirting and registration (tours, social, and meals) for one representative. Additional associates with your
booth will be $150/person (includes all conference functions). If you wish to display
equipment outside, please contact Melissa Fahy at (605) 216-3256 or via email at
sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com.

Set-up/Tear-Down:

Booths can be set up starting at 10am on Tuesday, Sept. 20th and is available until
5pm. Exhibitor booths will be pre-assigned at time of booth reservation. Tear-down is
anytime after 12:00pm on Thursday, Sept. 22nd.

Auction Items and
Door Prizes

We ask all exhibitors to bring one item for the scholarship auction; proceeds will be
split 50/50 between the NDSWRA and SDSWMA scholarship programs. Auction items
can be displayed at your booth and will be collected for the auction by the auction
committee.

PAGE 3

M A T E R I A L M A T TE R S NE W S F LA S H

Sponsorship Opportunities for the 2022 SDSWMA/NDSWRA Joint Conference
“Rolling the Dice in Solid Waste & Recycling”
September 20-22, 2022
Please consider the following sponsorship opportunities for the 2022 Joint Solid Waste and Recycling Conference.
Options include Royal Flush, Straight Flush, 4 of a Kind, Full House, 3 of a Kind, and 2 Pairs level sponsorships
and will be recognized as described below for the various events.

•

Royal Flush: $5000 +
•
•
•
•
•

•

Straight Flush: $2500 +
•
•
•
•

•

•

Includes 2 attendees
Business logo printed on the Attendee Conference Bags
Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Tours, Lunch on Wednesday or Thursday, and/or anything from one of the below
sponsor levels

Full House: $750 +
•
•

•

Includes 2 attendees + 1 exhibitor booth
Business logo printed on the Attendee Conference Bags
Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Tuesday or Wednesday Evening Social and/or anything from one of the below
sponsor levels

4 of a Kind: $1000 +
•
•
•
•

•

Includes 4 attendees + 1 exhibitor booth
Business name is displayed throughout the conference
Business logo printed on the Attendee Conference Bags
Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Wednesday Dinner Banquet, Wednesday Evening Social and/or anything from one
of the below sponsor levels

Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Breakfast on Wednesday or Thursday, and/or anything from one of the below
sponsor levels

3 of a Kind: $500 +
•
•

Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Breaks and Drink Tickets for Socials

2 Pairs: $250 +
•
•

Business name recognized on the Conference Agenda and displayed on signs at attendee breakout sessions
Sponsorship covers: Folders & Printed Materials
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Waste & Recycling Workers Week - June 13-18, 2022
Created in 2012 and formerly known as National Garbage Man
Day, Waste & Recycling Workers Week has become a force in
the industry, focusing on recognizing the men and women who
are on the front line every day. The mission of Waste & Recycling Workers Week celebration during the week of June 17th
annually is to recognize and celebrate the many men and women in the waste and recycling industry. The role of waste management goes far beyond garbage collection. In fact, waste management provides a variety of services and programs designed
to protect and reduce the impact we have on our environment. This week also celebrates the great strides the industry
and experts are taking to make a better world for all. Way to help celebrate include taping a “Thank You” card to your
garbage can, handing out bottles of water on a hot day, taking a selfie with your hauler and posting it on social media
to spread the word. A little “Thanks” can go a long way!

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Transforming U.S. Recycling and Waste Management
June 8, 2022
EPA Press Office, Washington, DC - www.epa.gov
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is an historic investment in the health, equity, and
resilience of American communities. With unprecedented funding to support local
waste management infrastructure and recycling programs, EPA will improve people’s
health and safety and help establish and increase recycling programs nationwide.
The United Nations International Resource Panel concluded that natural resource
extraction and processing make up about half of all global greenhouse gas emissions.
Increasing recycling reduces climate, environmental, and social impacts of materials extraction and keeps valuable
resources in use, instead of in landfills.
Under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, EPA is developing three new waste prevention, reuse, and recycling
programs. Please click on the links below for more information on the programs. EPA anticipates the “Request for
Applications” will be released this fall.

•

Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling Grant Program

•

Recycling Education and Outreach Grant Program, Model Recycling Program Toolkit and School Curriculum

•

Battery Collection Best Practices and Voluntary Battery Labeling Guidelines

The entities that will be eligible to apply for the grants are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U.S. States, including the District of Columbia
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands
Local governments
Federally recognized tribal governments
Native Hawaiian organizations, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, Office of Hawaiian Affairs
Nonprofit organizations
Public-private partnerships
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Tips for Preventing Heat-Related Illness
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heattips.html
We will have some record breaking high temperatures here in South Dakota and the in the Midwest. Here is a good
reminder about preventing heat-related illnesses:
Stay Cool
•

Wear Appropriate Clothing: Choose lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing.

•

Stay Cool Indoors: Stay in an air-conditioned place as much as possible. If your home does not have air conditioning, go to the shopping mall or public library—even a few hours spent in air conditioning can help your body stay
cooler when you go back into the heat. Call your local health department to see if there are any heat-relief shelters
in your area.

•

Schedule Outdoor Activities Carefully: Try to limit your outdoor activity to when it’s coolest, like morning and
evening hours. Rest often in shady areas so that your body has a chance to recover.

•

Pace Yourself: Cut down on exercise during the heat. If you’re not accustomed to working or exercising in a hot
environment, start slowly and pick up the pace gradually. If exertion in the heat makes your heart pound and
leaves you gasping for breath, STOP all activity. Get into a cool area or into the shade, and rest, especially if you
become lightheaded, confused, weak, or faint.

•

Wear Sunscreen: Sunburn affects your body’s ability to cool down and can make you dehydrated. If you must go
outdoors, protect yourself from the sun by wearing a wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses, and by putting on sunscreen
of SPF 15 or higher 30 minutes prior to going out. Continue to reapply it according to the package directions.

Stay Hydrated
•

Drink Plenty of Fluids: Drink more fluids, regardless of how active you are. Don’t wait until you’re thirsty to
drink. Warning: If your doctor limits the amount you drink or has you on water pills, ask how much you should
drink while the weather is hot.

•

Stay away from very sugary or alcoholic drinks—these actually cause you to lose more body fluid. Also avoid very
cold drinks, because they can cause stomach cramps.

•

Replace Salt and Minerals: Heavy sweating removes salt and minerals from the body that need to be replaced. A
sports drink can replace the salt and minerals you lose in sweat. If you are on a low-salt diet, have diabetes, high
blood pressure, or other chronic conditions, talk with your doctor before drinking a sports beverage or taking salt
tablets.

Stay Informed
•

Check for Updates: Check your local news for extreme heat alerts and safety tips and to learn about any cooling
shelters in your area.

•

Know the Signs: Learn the signs and symptoms of heat-related illnesses and how to treat them.

•

Use a Buddy System: When working in the heat, monitor the condition of your co-workers and have someone do
the same for you. Heat-induced illness can cause a person to become confused or lose consciousness. If you are 65
years of age or older, have a friend or relative call to check on you twice a day during a heat wave. If you know
someone in this age group, check on them at least twice a day.
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NWRA, SWANA seek relief from CERCLA liability for PFAS at landfills
May 18, 2022
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/
The National Waste & Recycling Association (NWRA) Arlington, Virginia,
has joined with the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA)
Silver Spring, Maryland, in urging Congress to provide the municipal
solid waste industry with a narrow exemption from certain provisions of
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).

The NWRA and SWANA have sent a letter to the leadership of the Senate
Environment and Public Works, House Transportation and Infrastructure
and House Energy and Commerce committees addressing its issues with
the law.
Both organizations say they are concerned that there would be significant unintended consequences if landfills were
held liable under CERCLA for receiving per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The association states the
regulation under CERCLA would assign environmental cleanup liability to essential public services and their
customers.
The result of the legislation would have three potential impacts. CERCLA regulation will impel landfills to restrict
inbound wastes and/or increase disposal costs for media with elevated levels of PFAS, including filters, biosolids and
impacted soils at Department of Defense facilities. The designation could result in communities diverting food waste
from organics recycling programs because some food waste may contain PFAS due to the containers they are stored in.
This will hinder federal, state and local climate and waste reduction goals.
Additionally, the NWRA says cost increases will likely have a significantly disproportionate impact on low-income
households that rely on the affordability of services that the solid waste sector provides.
The organizations propose a narrow exemption from liability if certain PFAS are designated as hazardous substances
under CERCLA. Doing so would keep CERCLA liability on the industries that originally created the pollution.
“NWRA supports the goal of addressing PFAS contamination and holding accountable manufacturers and heavy users
of these compounds,” says Darrel Smith, NWRA president and CEO. “We believe that a narrow exemption for the
municipal solid waste industry serves to keep CERCLA liability on the industries that created the pollution. We urge
Congress to support our request.”

In the letter, NWRA and SWANA recommended legislative language to CERCLA that would grant the industry the
narrow exemption it seeks.

Israeli Kibbutz Converts Kitchen Food Waste to Energy On-Site
June 7, 2022
https://www.waste360.com/food-waste/
Kibbutz Yagur is a small Israeli community of 350 families who live together; most who eat together in food prepared
in one kitchen and served from one communal dining hall. That’s nearly 1,000 meals a day, and until recently all the
resulting food waste – both from the kitchen and what was left in plates –went to a landfill, adding to the mountains
of garbage accumulating there. About 80% of Israel’s waste is landfilled, and the small state is close to running out of
disposal space, warns Israel’s Environmental Protection Ministry.
Kibbutz Yagur has shifted gears, now operating an anaerobic digester (AD) that breaks down food waste and converts
it to biogas, meaning no longer having to make the 62-mile roundtrip haul to the nearest disposal site. Rather the
community now manages all its organic kitchen waste on site, while generating renewable energy to heat water used
in the utility dishwasher. Residue at the end of the AD process is mixed with a little water and serves as fertilizer for
a garden.
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Israeli Kibbutz Converts Kitchen Food Waste to Energy On-Site (Cont.)
The system, spread over the equivalent of two parking spaces, is one of two commercial beta sites designed and built
by HomeBiogas, who has sold about 15,000 smaller units for residential homes across the globe. As HomeBiogas
learns from the beta commercial-scale project at Yagur and from another beta in progress, it’s landed two commercialsystem sales.
The two new commercial systems should launch late in 2022; one for the Israeli army and another to be announced
soon in the hospitality arena. Plans are to roll out the larger model in the U.S. this year too, according to Oshik Efrati,
CEO HomeBiogas.
Says Eran Lerner, chief environmental officer at Kibbutz Yagur: “Now we will avoid air pollution, greenhouse gases,
and traffic jams [by no longer having to haul food waste]. But that’s not the main issue. The main issue is we are trying to educate our community to recycle and to understand ‘waste’ is an asset. To explain you can use it for energy and
to save money.”
Kibbutz Yagur now saves about $200 per ton by avoiding a $40 per ton tipping fee, gas, and wear and tear on the
trucks, translating to $1,500 a month, on top of money saved to heat water. At the same it diverts the ton of kitchen
food waste it generates every four days.
The actual process is not complicated. The community simply separates food waste after meals and sees that it goes
into a newly introduced receptacle. Green signs tell people what’s organic to be diverted, and red signs note what’s
trash that will go to landfill.
Still, changing old habits took some explaining and a few weeks, with guides standing near the bins to reinforce the
new protocol, as well as a little education beyond that. “What you should do seems obvious, but it takes learning,”
Lerner says. The largest educational piece focused on teaching the kids. They attended classes in the dining room.
When they finished their meals, they helped separate organic waste from other material and were shown pictures of
the system illustrating the process. They toured to see the instruments and facility as well as the garden. “So, we explain not just how to separate, but what we can make – the energy. And we show them the plants growing [nourished
by the residue from the AD process that’s applied as liquid fertilizer],” Lerner says.
Getting adults accustomed to the change was a little harder. But Lerner says the children taught and reminded their
parents, grandparents, sisters, and brothers. “The main point was to get kids and adults to separate; to make them
proud of the project; and point out this system is unique to Israel. It’s the second in the world made by HomeBiogas at
this large scale,” Lerner says.
For kitchen workers making the transition was also just a matter of changing habits. The process is quick and simple,
says Nevo Goldstein, Food Services manager, Kibbutz Yagur. Workers feed leftovers into a compact food grinder that
turns solid organics into liquid, which makes its way by pipe to the HomeBiogas system. It can receive 70.5 pounds of
garbage every two minutes. And there’s been a 50% reduction in the amount of fat that flows to the sewerage system,
Goldstein says.
The digesters, made of durable 100% recyclable material, have automated monitoring and can run remotely. They
require low maintenance and are airtight, so they are odorless, Efrati says. The smallest of the household models (for
residential use) has a daily capacity to process up to 1.5 gallons of organic waste and generate up to two hours of cooking gas. Customers using household systems are a mix.
“Some are suburbanites, off-gridders, tiny housers, etc., that want to use renewable energy while recycling their organic waste. Others, as examples, are refugees in United Nations camps in Africa or corporate social responsibility
projects in India where our systems help with sanitation, clean cooking, and sustainable farming, Efrati says.
HomeBiogas is targeting hospitals, schools, hotels, and other institutional and business operations for the commercial
system, which enables the transformation of up to 1 ton of waste per day into 1MMbtu of clean energy in the form of
biogas used for heating water.
The company believes this is the right time to expand to industrial kitchens. “They are ready for and in need of innovation in order to comply with recent regulations and laws associated with organic waste management. They need to
lower their costs associated with disposing of waste. And they need to limit the damaging greenhouse gas effect of
landfills,” Efrati says.
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The Wyoming Solid Waste Recycling Association will be hosing their
annual conference on August 22-24, 2022 in Powell, WY!
If you are looking for more CEUs or just an opportunity to interact
with others in the industry, please visit their website:
https://wswra.com/2022-annual-conference-information/
for more information!

In Case You Didn’t Know - Fun Summer Solstice Facts
The first day of Summer is fast approaching! Ever wonder what happens on the first day of Summer? Here are some
interesting facts:
•

The word solstice derives from Latin, meaning 'sun stands still'. This word was chosen because when the solstice
occurs the sun appears to stand still.

•

When summer solstice occurs in the northern hemisphere, it experiences its longest day and shortest night of the
year. The opposite is true when the winter solstice occurs, when the northern hemisphere experiences its longest
night and shortest day. When summer solstice occurs in the southern hemisphere, it experiences its longest day
and shortest night of the year. The opposite is true when the winter solstice occurs, when the southern hemisphere
experiences its longest night and shortest day.

•

For many days before and after a solstice the sun seems to stand still in the sky.

•

Some people confuse the solstice with an equinox however an equinox occurs when day of night are of equal length
and the sun is directly above the equator, which occurs twice each year and marks the beginning of spring and fall.

•

When the summer solstice occurs in the northern hemisphere, thousands of people flock to Stonehenge, an ancient
stone site in Wiltshire, England. There they watch the sun rise, where it creates an illusion that the sun is balancing one of the main stones.

•

Although summer solstice marks the beginning of summer, it is not the hottest time of the year. The hottest temperatures usually occur in late July, in the northern hemisphere, and in January in the southern hemisphere.

•

The Bighorn Medicine Wheel in Wyoming has stones that show the direction of the summer solstice's rising and
setting sun.

•

Because of the differences between the astronomical year, which is only 265.25 days long, and the human calendar
year, which is 365 days long, the exact date of the summer solstice dates can change each year.

•

The northern hemisphere receives approximately 7% less sunlight during its summer than the southern hemisphere receives during its summer.

•

Earth is not the only planet to have a summer solstice. Mars' solstice occurs a few days after earth's June solstice.
On Uranus, each summer solstice lasts for 42 years. This also means that each winter solstice lasts the same
amount of time for the opposite hemisphere. Venus and Jupiter barely experience solstice due to the position of
their poles.

