News Flash
October 2020

POINTS OF INTEREST
•

Congratulations Todd Langland on your
Career Achievement Award!

2020 Annual Conference & Trade Show
A huge THANK YOU to those of you who made the trip to
Brookings for the 2020 Annual Conference! Given the circumstances with COVID-19, the conference was a huge success! A
special THANK YOU to our sponsors—Houston Engineering,
Wenk, and EPG for the yummy food and to our Vendors—
Butler, Central States Wire Products, I State Truck Center,
Hennen Equipment/Komptech, Olympic Sales, and Liberty Tire
for showing us all the latest products!
Also, THANK YOU to all our speakers for giving us an insight
into the impacts COVID-19 has had on our industry and how
we can continue to protect ourselves!

•

Congratulations to our 2020 Scholarship
Winners:
•
Hanna Keuhn—$2,100
•
Hanna Keuhn—$1,700
•
Anna Prchal—$1,200

•

Mark your calendars! The 2021 Spring
Workshop will be on April 6-7, 2021 at
the Ramkota Hotel in Rapid City!

•

2021 Annual Conference & Trade Show
will on September 21-23, 2021 at the
Crossroads Hotel in Huron!

The live auction and card games for the scholarship program
raised a total of $2303! One thing to note, the live auction alone
brought in $2020—yeah, that’s right $2020! Given the kind of
year 2020 has been, and we didn’t need any more bad luck,
some folks threw in a little extra to give the live auction a final
total of $2028 :-) MUCH APPRECIATED EVERYONE!!!
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EPA Releases Draft National Recycling Strategy
October 5, 2020
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-draft-national-recycling-strategy
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released a draft National Recycling Strategy for
public input in preparation for America Recycles Week and ahead of the third annual Recycling Summit. The draft
National Recycling Strategy identifies strategic objectives and actions needed to create a stronger, more resilient U.S.
municipal solid waste recycling system.
“Over the last two years, we’ve heard from our partners about the challenges facing our nation’s recycling system, and
in particular for municipal solid waste recycling” said EPA Administrator Wheeler. “Our strategy aims to move recycling in America forward by identifying actions that all of us – governments, non-profits, private industry, and the
public – can take together.”
The draft National Recycling Strategy was developed as part of EPA’s continued leadership in addressing the challenges facing the U.S. recycling system and builds on EPA’s 2019 National Framework for Advancing the U.S. Recycling System. The strategy organizes high-level actions around three strategic objectives to improve the U.S. recycling
system: 1) reduce contamination, 2) increase processing efficiency, and 3) improve markets.
EPA has shared the draft National Recycling Strategy for public comment through December 4, 2020, with the goal of
finalizing it in early 2021.
To read the National Recycling Strategy and provide comments visit:
https://www.epa.gov/americarecycles/national-recycling-strategy-and-framework-advancing-us-recycling-system
Recycling is a critical component of the U.S. economy, providing approximately 700,000 jobs and $37 billion in wages;
however, stressing the system are factors such as:
•

confusion about what materials can be recycled;

•

recycling infrastructure that has not kept pace with today’s diverse and changing waste stream;

•

reduced markets for recycled materials; and

•

varying methodologies to measure recycling system performance.

Recognizing this opportunity for progress, Administrator Wheeler hosted the first America Recycles Day Summit on
November 15, 2018. Since then, more than 250 organizations have signed the America Recycles Pledge, promising to
work collaboratively to improve the American recycling system. Administrator Wheeler will host the third annual
America Recycles Day Summit on November 17, 2020, where he will announce the National Recycling Goals.
To learn more about the America Recycles efforts visit: https://www.epa.gov/americarecycles
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Hy-Vee Inc. Joins Consortium to Reinvent the Retail Bag
October 13, 2020
https://www.waste360.com/circular-economy/hy-vee-inc-joins-consortium-reinvent-retail-bag
West Des Moines, Iowa --Hy-Vee Inc. joined the Consortium to Reinvent
the Retail Bag as a Supporting Partner, alongside Founding Partners
CVS Health, Target and Walmart, and joined by DICK’S Sporting Goods,
Kroger and Walgreens. Closed Loop Partners’ Center for the Circular
Economy launched the Consortium and it’s Beyond the Bag Initiative earlier this year with the aim of identifying, testing and implementing viable
design solutions and models that more sustainably serve the purpose of
the current retail bag.
Hy-Vee, Inc. is an employee-owned supermarket chain operating more
than 275 retail stores across eight Midwestern states. “The opportunity to join the Beyond the Bag Initiative and address the shared challenges presented by single-use plastics with some of the largest and most influential retailers in
our country is crucial as we remain committed to reducing our environmental impact,” said Jay Marshall, Hy-Vee’s
Vice Chairman and President of Hy-Vee’s Supply Chain and Subsidiaries. “Through this collaboration, we can truly
move the needle on a global waste issue and bring to life some much-needed solutions. We look forward to contributing
our knowledge and insights and collectively collaborating with other Consortium Partners to pave the way for a more
sustainable future.”
“We are thrilled to welcome Hy-Vee to the Consortium to Reinvent the Retail Bag. The collaborative power of our Consortium enables us to have impact at scale and accelerate the pace of innovation to find alternatives to the current retail bag,” says Kate Daly, Managing Director of the Center for the Circular Economy at Closed Loop Partners. “We continue to invite other retailers to join us and send a unified signal for transformational change to address this longstanding environmental challenge.”
The Kroger Co. is the Grocery Sector Lead Partner of the Consortium, directing priorities and activities for the initiative within the specific sector. “Our commitment to phase out single-use plastic bags across our enterprise is a critical
part of our Zero Hunger | Zero Waste social impact plan,” said Lisa Zwack, Kroger’s Head of Sustainability. “We’re
thrilled to welcome Hy-Vee to the Consortium and we encourage other retailers to join our search for innovative, sustainable solutions to the traditional single-use plastic bag.”
Single-use plastic bags are among the top 10 items found on beaches and waterways, and it’s estimated that we
use 100 billion plastic bags per year in the U.S., contributing to a global waste challenge. The short use (12 minutes, on
average) and long lifespan of the plastic bag have led to rising concerns. This is a challenge that is top-of-mind for communities and consumers who are concerned about the impact of single-use plastics on our environment and for brands
who are seeking more sustainable solutions. Current alternatives can be costly and inconvenient, often trading one
environmental issue for another. The retail bag needs reinventing.

In August, the Consortium launched a global innovation challenge to source solutions to replace the current plastic bag
- including tech-enabled reuse models, new materials, and software and hardware innovations. The Challenge closed
last week with more than 450 submissions. Consortium Partners, including retailers and Environmental Advisory
Partners, alongside third-party experts will carefully review and select the Shortlist and Winners. All submissions are
viewed through the lenses of sustainability, accessibility, customer behavior and alignment with reuse and recovery
infrastructure. Winning concepts are eligible to receive a portion of $1 million in funding, participate in a Circular Accelerator to receive further assistance in scaling, and access testing and potential piloting opportunities.
The initiative not only brings together major retailers as Consortium Partners, but also engages with stakeholders
across the bag value chain, including suppliers, materials recovery facilities, municipalities, advocacy groups and others to support this collaborative approach designed to promote viable market solutions that can scale, and bring value
to retailers, customers and end markets. The Consortium takes a holistic three-year approach to identify and scale affordable, accessible and less wasteful solutions. It will aim to test and launch near term solutions early on in the Initiative, while also continuing to refine longer term solutions to ensure that the industry is designing both for today and
tomorrow’s needs. The initiative spans multiple complementary workstreams, spurring innovation, advancing materials recovery through infrastructure investments, identifying best practices for policy and engaging consumers.
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Rubicon Launches Trick or Trash to Reduce Waste at Schools and Small Businesses
October 7, 2020
https://www.waste360.com/
New York, NY — Rubicon, a software company that provides smart
waste and recycling solutions to businesses and governments worldwide, today announced the launch of its annual Trick or Trash™ campaign, a program designed to help reduce the waste that accumulates
every year around Halloween. The company provides safe and easy-toassemble recycling boxes to schools and small businesses, which can be
filled with discarded candy wrappers and other packaging and simply
returned once full to be disposed of in a way that avoids landfilling.
According to industry data, $2.4 billion will be spent on Halloween
candy in 2020(1), and Americans purchase nearly 600 million pounds
of candy(2) every year for the holiday. In 2019, Trick or Trash™ saw more than 470 schools in 49 states participate in the program, and in the process diverted an estimated 4,000 pounds of wrappers and packaging from
landfills and oceans.
“Last year’s campaign was a huge success and we are looking to expand its reach and impact in 2020,” said Nate
Morris, Founder and CEO of Rubicon. “Helping the next generation understand the challenges associated with
waste reduction and recycling is a priority for us, and for our partners. Trick or Trash™ is our way of teaching
younger people about the critical importance of recycling to the future of our planet, and we have a lot of fun
while doing so.”
This year’s campaign also features an educational component that is customized for different age groups. Lesson
plans, fact sheets, and even lunch box reminders can be downloaded from the Trick or Trash™ website. These
materials were designed for both in-person and distance learning, in recognition of limited school attendance in
some parts of the country due to COVID-19.
“Indiantown Middle School is in a rural community in western Martin County, Florida. It is a small town with
one grocery store and two stop lights,” said Mrs. Siddhi Gullickson, a teacher at the school in Indiantown, Florida, and a participant in Trick or Trash™ 2019. “Taking part in the Trick or Trash™ program from Rubicon
showed our students that ALL of us can make a difference wherever we are, and we can work towards recycling
and conserving our resources.”
In 2020, Rubicon will be assisted in raising the awareness and educational scope of Trick or Trash™ by a new
program partner, the National Wildlife Federation (NWF).
“Educating and inspiring the next generation of environmental and wildlife champions is central to our work and
mission at the National Wildlife Federation. We’re proud to partner with Rubicon on the Trick or Trash™ campaign to show millions of Americans how small steps, like reducing waste and recycling, can help recover wildlife
populations and restore natural resources,” said Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation. “By bringing together students, teachers, and business owners to reduce waste from contaminating our
lands and waters, we will both ensure healthier communities for people and save habitat for imperiled wildlife.”
Trick or Trash™ runs for the entire month of October and participants can request a recycling box
at www.trickortrash.com. The box can be set up in classrooms, cafeterias, hallways, or in a place of business, and
all Halloween candy wrappers are then deposited in it. Once the box is full, it can be sealed and returned free of
charge using a prepaid shipping label that Rubicon provides.
“We were thrilled by the energy and engagement that students and teachers across the country demonstrated
during Trick or Trash™ last year, as well as the positive feedback, photos, and posts we saw on social media,”
said Michael Allegretti, Rubicon’s Chief Strategy Officer. “This unique program shows that every single person
plays a crucial role in creating a more sustainable future for our planet by keeping waste out of landfills.”
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ISRI and SWANA to host MRF Summit
October 1, 2020
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/isri-swana-mrf-summit-2020-online/
The Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI), Washington, and
the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA), Silver Spring,
Maryland, will partner for their MRF Summit, taking place Nov. 18
and 19.
“ISRI is proud to partner with SWANA to bring together stakeholders
from throughout the recycling supply chain for this timely event that
will equip attendees with tools for innovative solutions to turn today’s
challenges into tomorrow’s opportunities”, says ISRI President Robin
Wiener. “November’s MRF Summit builds on the success of the event
ISRI and SWANA jointly held in 2018 that attracted hundreds of representatives from brands and manufacturers; federal, state and local governments and the recycling industry and
started a number of critical conversations that continue today.”
Peter Wright, assistant administrator at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, will be speaking during the MRF
Summit, providing an update on the administration’s work on recycling in the context of America Recycles Week as
well as the work the agency is undertaking year-round, such as the development of a national recycling strategy. In
addition, several congressional staff members will speak to discuss the various bills that have been introduced in
Congress to address recycling challenges and opportunities.
Participants will be given tools needed to expand public education and communications. Technology providers and
MRF operators also will share how new technologies, including robotics and artificial intelligence (AI), are driving
improvements. Participants will learn what tools and equipment are available now to generate high-quality material
at a lower cost at facilities, the organizers say.
Adina Renee Adler, ISRI’s vice president of advocacy, will deliver a review of the challenges and opportunities that
are expected in next year’s global market landscape. Advances in innovation, sustainability commitments and education have inspired growth opportunities for recycled materials, but impending restrictions on trade of these important
commodities, including an amendment to the Basel Convention affecting plastic, will have bearing on achieving that
growth.
The MRF Summit will provide educational sessions for best practices and the latest industry updates from top leaders
in the field in addition to networking opportunities to make connections, meet with the event’s speakers and discuss
the day’s sessions.
For more information on the MRF Summit, please visit https://mrfsummit.org/

Waste and recycling industry placed on COVID priority list
October 5, 2020
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/
The National Waste & Recycling Association (NWRA) announced Oct. 5 that the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine’s (NAS) committee included the waste and recycling industry in its list of recommended industries to receive the COVID-19 vaccine in Phase 2 along with other industries identified as representing critical
workers. NAS released the final report on Oct. 2 of a consensus study recommending a four-phased equitable allocation framework that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and state, tribal, local and territorial
(STLT) authorities should adopt in the development of national and local guidelines for COVID-19 vaccine allocation.
NWRA was the only trade association representing the waste and recycling industry to submit comments, the association says. “We are pleased that the NAS committee included our industry in Phase 2. The waste and recycling industry is crucial for society to function while keeping additional disease at bay. During this global pandemic, the Department of Homeland Security classified our industry as 'essential' at our urging,” NWRA President and CEO Darrell
Smith says.
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The Hidden Risks of Medical Waste and the COVID-19 Pandemic
October 8, 2020
https://www.waste360.com/medical-waste/
Global healthcare systems are burdened following the spread of COVID-19 in 2020. As the public health crisis
continues, some countries such as China have experienced a substantial increase in medical waste, while other
countries such as the United States have undergone a reduction.
This contrast indicates the different scopes of medical waste and waste management systems in each country.
While the increase in medical waste during a pandemic is reasonable and foreseeable, an effective solution for
medical waste disposal is crucial.

Changes in Medical Waste
In China’s most infected city Wuhan, there were about 90,000 patient beds before the pandemic. Approximately
10,000 negative pressure beds were available for COVID-19 infected patients. The Chinese government quickly
established new shelter hospitals. Total beds for COVID-19 patients reached around 30,000 in Wuhan at its peak.
Prior to the pandemic, Wuhan’s daily waste production was 45 tons, but the number soared to 247 tons per day
during the outbreak – around six times higher.
Some European countries such as France, the Netherlands and Italy have experienced a growth of medical waste
as well. According to SUEZ, a 40-50 percent increase was seen in the most affected areas in France, and quantities increased by 30 percent to 50 percent in their plant in the Netherlands during COVID-19.
In contrast, the United States has experienced a reduction of medical waste production due to the cancellation or
delay of the elective surgeries as well as a reduction in hospitalizations. According to industry sources, a large
amount of personal protective equipment (PPE) in medical institutions was not managed as medical waste during
the pandemic in the United States.
China’s Sharp Increase in Medical Waste
During the pandemic, in addition to the ordinary medical waste generated, more waste has been managed and
treated as medical waste in China, which includes:
•

PPE used in healthcare institutions

•

general waste from hospitals with COVID-19 patients, such as food and dining boxes thrown by patients;

•

general waste of suspected COVID-19 patients in quarantined areas; and

•

infusion bottles and bags (usually disposed by nurses for recycling).

China used large quantities of PPE during the COVID-19 outbreak. Under normal circumstances, patients do not
wear facial masks and healthcare personnel do not wear protective suits, whereas each healthcare professional
was required to wear at a new set of protective clothing every day, and all hospital staff wore protective suits during COVID-19 outbreak.
Hidden Risks of Medical Waste Management
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), infectious waste is defined as waste contaminated with
blood and other bodily fluids, cultures and stocks of infectious agents from laboratory work, or waste from patients with infections. But WHO interim guidelines suggest all healthcare waste produced during patient care,
including those with confirmed COVID-19 infection, is considered as infectious medical waste, but the waste generated in waiting areas of healthcare facilities can be classified as non-hazardous and disposed of by municipal
waste services.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) claims medical waste coming from healthcare facilities
treating COVID-19 patients is no different than waste coming from facilities without COVID-19 patients, and
management of medical waste should be performed in accordance with routine procedures.
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The Hidden Risks of Medical Waste and the COVID-19 Pandemic (cont.)
On the contrary, the European Commission published guidance for waste management in the context of the
coronavirus crisis. It states waste from cleaning healthcare facilities should be treated as infectious clinical
waste. Analogously, China officially stipulated general waste produced by patients with infectious diseases as
medical waste, and not only that, the general waste produced by suspected patients with an infectious disease
should also be stipulated as medical waste.
Recent research suggests that the virus can spread nearly half of the clinical area within a mere ten hours.
Eighty-six percent of people in all clinical areas tested positive within three days. The rooms closest to the original infection were the most contaminated. Furthermore, an article signed by 239 scientists over 32 countries
displayed that the potential for airborne spread of COVID-19 has been underestimated. Coronavirus can live in
the air and on various surfaces between several hours and several days. In fact, waste from hospitals with
COVID-19 patients has a high probability of contamination.
Coronavirus can live in the air and on various surfaces between several hours and several days. More cases
show that people may be infected by non-dangerous objects, such as the new outbreaks in a Beijing wholesale
food market and a British meat factory. It reminds the world that coronavirus could return anytime. Since potential and unknown characteristics in coronavirus have not been discovered, the best solution is to take it cautiously and manage the potentially contaminated waste as medical waste.
Medical Waste Management Optimization
In view of the continuous emergence of COVID-19 and the unknown and sudden nature of the coronavirus, infectious waste is likely overlooked. Governments should legally stipulate that both general waste and PPE used
in infectious disease areas be labeled as medical waste to avoid the possibility of contaminated waste entering
the general municipal waste collection and transportation systems and to prevent the virus from spreading to
people through medical waste that has not been properly disposed of.
Beginning in February 2020, the existing capacity was insufficient to deal with the large increase in medical
waste. It led the China Ministry of Ecology and Environment to present three emergency solutions:
•

It built temporary storage in every district in Wuhan city to store medical waste that could not be treated in
time.

•

It called for all mobile medical waste treatment equipment available in China to Wuhan. Around 60 mobile
treatment systems were added in total.

•

An emergency medical waste treatment plant was built within 14 days with 30-ton/day-treatment capacity.
This emergency plant has treated one-quarter of total the medical waste generated during the pandemic in
Wuhan.

China completed the revision of the new standard draft at the end of April 2020 and officially listed associated waste as medical waste. More rigorous and detailed classification criteria will be officially released in the
near future. Most countries, especially developing countries, have to face the problem of inadequate medical
waste treatment facilities that Wuhan once faced.
Because the existing medical waste treatment facilities in most developing countries around the world do not
have the necessary capability to cope with the substantial increase of the medical waste during a pandemic outbreak, the capacity of existed medical waste treatment facilities must increase. The treatment must be more
environmentally friendly and reliable, and new treatment facilities must be built.
China has been optimizing and expanding existing facilities widely and has initiated the construction of a new
centralized medical waste treatment plants. By 2022, the treatment capacity of China's medical waste treatment facilities will at least double.

Each country and central city should be equipped with some mobile medical waste treatment facilities as a strategic reserve for emergency situations. Those facilities also can help some remote areas and islands with proper
medical waste treatment when needed.
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Unwelcomed Company Atop a Waste Vehicle in Pennsylvania
October 6, 2020
https://www.waste360.com/collection-transfer/
A waste vehicle in Carbon County, PA made an unusual pickup – a black bear.
With more people outside due to COVID-19, there have been many bear sightings this year. And as bears prepare for
hibernation they are searching for food this time of the year. City officials believe the bear was tired of finding small
amounts of trash in garbage pails and went for a large prize with the waste vehicle.
With the bear on top of the truck, the waste vehicle traveled to the police department for assistance. The driver
backed the vehicle near a tree and the bear climbed down safely.

Halloween is fast approaching, so here are a few fun facts to ponder...
1.

The first Jack O’Lanterns were actually made from turnips.

2.

Halloween is the second highest grossing commercial holiday after Christmas.

3.

Ireland is typically believed to be the birthplace of Halloween.

4.

Scarecrows, a popular Halloween fixture, symbolize the ancient agricultural roots of the holiday.

5.

The largest pumpkin ever measured was grown by Norm Craven, who broke the world record in 1993 with a
836 lb. pumpkin.

6.

According to tradition, if a person wears his or her clothes inside out and then walks backwards on Halloween,
he or she will see a witch at midnight.

7.

In many countries, such as France and Australia, Halloween is seen as an unwanted and overly commercial
American influence.

8.

Samhainophobia is the fear of Halloween.

9.

Fifty percent of kids prefer to receive chocolate candy for Halloween, compared with 24% who prefer nonchocolate candy and 10% who preferred gum.

10. The owl is a popular Halloween image. In Medieval Europe, owls were thought to be witches, and to hear an
owl's call meant someone was about to die.
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SDSWMA 2020-2021 Officers & Board of Directors

Tim Taggert
President
City of Vermillion
25 Center St
Vermillion, SD 57069
Phone: (605) 677-7076
Email: timt@cityofvermillion.com

Luke Rodig
President Elect
Burns & McDonnell
5809 S. Remington Place, Suite 400
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
Phone: (605) 271-5458
Email: larodig@burnsmcd.com

Don Kuper
Vice President
Sioux Falls Landfill
224 W. Ninth St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Phone: (605) 367-8163
Email: dkuper@siouxfalls.org

Mike Erickson
Secretary/Treasurer
Dependable Sanitation
PO Box 378
Aberdeen, SD 57402
Phone: (605) 225-9316
Email: michaeldsi@nrctv.com

Dale Fortin
Past President
City of Huron
PO Box 1369
Huron, SD 57350
Phone: (605) 353-8542
Email: dfortin@huronsd.com

Melissa Fahy
Executive Director
SDSWMA
P.O. Box 89802
Sioux Falls, SD 57109
Phone: (605) 216-3256
Email: sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com

Jeff Barber
Rapid City Landfill
300 6th Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
Phone: (605) 355-3496
Email: jeff.barber@rcgov.org
Term: 2018-2021

Andy Bruels
SD DENR - Water & Waste Funding
Joe Foss Building, 523 E. Capitol St.
Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (605) 773-4216
Email: Andrew.Bruels@state.sd.us
Term: 2018-2021

Keith DeLange
GeoTek Engineering & Testing
909 E 50th Street North
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Phone: (605) 335-5512
Email: kdelange@geotekeng.com
Term: 2020-2023

Jason Hinds
FMG Engineering
3700 Sturgis Road
Rapid City, SD 57702
Phone: (605) 324-4105
Email: jhinds@fmgengineering.com
Term: 2019-2022

Jay Johnson
City of Sturgis
1057 Dudley
Sturgis, SD 57785-1201
Phone: (605) 347-3916
Email: jjohnson@sturgisgov.com
Term: 2018-2021

Rebecca Krein
Walworth County Landfill
12925 SD Highway 1804
Glenham, SD 57631
Phone: (605) 762-3316
Email: rkrein@walworthco.org
Term: 2020-2023

Leif Redinger
Helms & Associates
PO Box 111
Aberdeen, SD 57402-0111
Phone: (605) 225-1212
Email: leifr@helmsengineering.com
Term: 2020-2022

Kevin Roth
City of Mitchell
1405 West 8th Ave
Mitchell, SD 57301
Phone: 605-995-8465
Email: kroth@cityofmitchell.org
Term: 2019-2022

Kalvin Walker
Tri-County Landfill Association
24978 349th Ave.
Pukwana, SD 57370-9516
Phone: (605) 894-4535
Email: tclf@midstatesd.net
Term: 2020-2023
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